“Dare to be naive,”

— L. BUCKEMINSTER FULLER
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Belief System

By STEVE BARILOTTI
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" FAST AND BULEDUS: Malcolm Campbell on a stubby 6'4" sguare tail, Santa Paula Street,
Silver Strand. Oxnard, 1977.
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September 1971
Dancan and Maleolm Campbell, ages 16 and 19 respectively,
tested their latest generanion * Bonzer” in the stoep, hollow waves
of Cxnard Shores, California. The Boneer is a six-foot rounded
YENTURI REX: a restored 1973 Bing Bonzer lilustrates the complex ¥
intermelationships and undeniable beauty of form inherant in the

design. While the Bing branding offered establishment validity to = :
the deslgn, mass acceptance would remain a pipe dream. fiest Tew waves, the brothers could Ffeel un im::lx_;: ned Busts ot

1l I'L'.|r|||':'1|g aunigue double- concave 101- fia rail conligurannn

based on raceboat hull theory Within minuees of catchine theis

speed and heighrened divectional stabilivg vastly SUrpassing
their carlier flac-bortomed tri-fin prorotypes. The Campbells

5 1 o= [ 1 .
returnec o therr Usnard home thar abrernoon eostaric :'II‘I_‘1 SO

ro share thews bramehiled wath the sucfing world, Afrer o two e
K&l ramp-up, :1.|-,_-:.- were producing the new “Bing Boneer”
on i limited run throngh Bing Surfboards of Hermesa Beacl.

Crver the next twe decades the brothers showed dozens of




shapers worldwide how 1o shape Bongers, Tn 2004, aver 80
percent of the boards ridden by professional conrest surfers
are three-lin, single-to-double concave-bottom surfboards
For their effores, however, the Campbells were languished in
relative obscusiey as the space-child mventors of an oddball,
dead-end design.

“Ibweas exciting at the time to see that we were ahead
of the curve.” recalls Duncan today “Things could have been
rech different if this had r::n_g]'lr an back in 1970 when we

bt our fivst Boneer. [t seemed bizarve chat o took zo 10”13."
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22 show the turning
polnt betwean
flat-bottom
{lewer) and
conoawve designs.
FRE These were

| used bo bulid

templates by
the 20-year-old
Malcolm.

vor 2 vears, seven days a week, Duncan Camphell has driven
by Whimnea Bay in the dark to open the Cald Haleiwa
Diring big northwest winzer swells he can hear the
dull, distant artillery boom ol massive waves impacting the
giant :~||.hr:||{.‘1}l;.'n] beulders |1'1‘.1'|]3_‘_ the northern end of the |.1:1::'.
steering a battered, mud-caked Fard pickup down she
deserced Kam Highway, Duncan rolls through a slumbering
Haleiws past the venerable FL Miura dry goods store and
Matsumaota's shave ice stand. He pulls e the back of the cald,
aramshackle go-year-old one-time pool hall, and sdles
througl the rear door past a farmily of mewing cats char he'll
Fedd later
Chincai is 48, with cropped brown hair and the arresting
blue eves of a tent-show charismatic. His standard wark garb

is walkshorts, rennis shoes, and a faded Café Haleiwa Toshire,

Encering the darkened kitchen. he switches on the Hght and
dons a clean cook’s apran over a compact, poverful frame,
[ e Hips on the quirky driving beass of Brian Lno's “Help Me
Sorebody,” bobs lis head appreciatively, then fires up the grll
for the seven a.m, breakfast opening

Frommers lists the Cafe Haleiwa as a “legendary breakfase
joint” with Formica-sryle casual ambiance, and s fered omline
as eme of the Top-to Morth Shore culvaral experiences.

Liv fact, the café is the nearest ching surfing has to a 19th

- ok rife wich inerigoe and the days

centiry Thames v
muaritine news. Eaclt morning, over honmefries and OFf The Lig
amelets, the North Shore pecking order is ruchlessly sorted out
Rides are ranked, casualiies tallied, beefs settled or begun,
partics dissected, wannabe Mr {or Ms)) Pipelines lauded or
written off. World champs and legends of varving degree sit
elbow to elbow and share surl stories with 2 verialble LR of
internaricnal raveling surfers. Donean's ewo daogheers, Moelle,
1, and Mesan, 22 wers raised pouring Lion coffee to three
penerations of local Morth Shore surfers and their Gamilics,

“Tust like Bonzers, we must serve our comrades!” exhores
Duncan. sporting @ dense three-day stubble from behind his
I.".‘;rrl'(":"\::"il"l .‘{Tﬂri(ﬁn. "|'I'|.|'I :l]'l:ﬂ:f Tl'n\'l.:lﬁ 0n iTH' HT(H““L:I]._

Dyunean says he runs the café under the same ser of ethical
ﬂuidcl ines as the surthoard business "1 don't look at food and
see money. Tsee the happiness of the customer, and out ol
this exchange the money comes. Foam and food are flexible,

quality shouldn't be "

n one wall of the one room eafi is 4 small gallery of

Bonzer arcana, & small sheine to the Campbells’ 34

vear quess to take surfing our of the single-fin Dark
Ages and inta a .~=|:i|1i:15 ||ij;|| speed future. There are framed
magaaime shots of Maleelm and Dunean ripping ar Ouwnard
Shores; \'.':il'l."-‘ Porer riders Peter Townend, .I;.‘l':l':.' Fichardsan,
and Tan Cairns; Bing Ponzer ads from Suefer magazine, circa
ro74; Davey Miller, circa early 19008, entombed on a Bonger
five-fin in a massive Backdoor barrel; a signed photo of Tom
Blake, dared 1086, pusing in fromr of his gos e cwin-fin
paddleboard with the mscription: “Aloha wo Dunean Camphel]
znother carly fin man”

Flanging over the diners’ heads, like relic armary frory the
Haoly Wiars, are two sleck, vintage Bing Bonzers. These are some
of the firse ;‘:rm‘lnr?inn Bonzers, shaped by surfhoard masters
Bing Copeland and Mike Eaton in io73 They are ar onee
futuristic and retro leoking, sporting the deep dual botrom
comtours and long srameroidal wail fing ala oz {;t!(lrt_"{' Jersin
agtrocruiser, These are the boards that opened the doors 1w the
eri-fin faruee, @ funire that surfing has clung o for 23 vears now,

“We championed the three-lin cause for 10 vears before
the world caught on with Simon’s thruseer,” says Duncan.
“But it carne true. Mobody con say three-lins didn’t become the
best high-performance surthoards, You just can't do as much on
a single-fin. Kelly Slater arhis peak surfing ability conldn’t have
wornt the world championship on a single-fin surfboard,
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FLASHING ON THE POTENTIAL: Duncan (left) and Malealm &
with Bing Bonzer #1."We. 't expecting to make L=
,L_;:Sz:' Malgoim, “bute knew the design had someth ;
r” This‘marked the transformation from crudeygirage |

= beginnings to finished, fined-out product, B
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BOYS: The Camphells wilh first Bonzer in Duncan's bedroom, 12/7/70.
The Bonzer's a 5'4"; The 5'2" twin-fin was patterned after Terry Fitrgerald's boards.

(o the Campbells and their Bonzer disciples, however, the

rri-fins thruster is an icherently Aawed design

Orriginally a twin-fin with an added stabilizer. the
Theuster, while capable of great manewversbilivg has a
startstop accelerator that has t be constantly pumped and
gets fureery ar high speeds, That the Thruster has cujoyed
imprecedented suecess in the marketolace for over two decades
can only e artributed by Bonger devorees ro the ermais rajecrory
of hman nature I'-.'.'|l|1'|'|..1.-[||.E:J any major '|.'-:!I':1L|ig111 shilt.

he Bonzer, in contrast evolved out of the single-fin by

adding two side [ins to achieve increasing pulses of down-the:
line speed through deep-power carves. The Camphells see the
Bonser as an archetypal surfboard design. as essential o
surfing as an airfoil is o Aight,

“The hoards nor anly work, they work as good as or better
than amything on the plane.” claims Maleolm, “Theusads and
thousands of :_11:-.5p|{:, fromm kooks to CH[ITS, b vidden the
boards and know they work, And one day a warld championslup
will he won riding a five-fin Bonzer”

Somte buy ineo the Campbels rap, Many don't. Most surfers
these days simply just don’t want w take the time to deal with
it. The surfing marketplace at lacge has a low wlerance for
nosagion, even ones that are 314 vears old. New rechnology that
veers more than five degrees from pro-driven media fashion
is regarded with deep suspicion by a largely design- illiterate
COTISITIICT. And heard manufacturers have lirele |'-.'It'i¢'11-.‘.-: for
quirky. hard-ro- make designs that might slow production and

threaten a wafer-thin profic margin.

AL ECTION

Ower its 34 -vear-history, the Donzer has left comrroversy
in iy speedy wake, enlisting 2 cadre ol loval followers and just
BESITETEY detractors.

Maleolm, the alder and huskicr of the two hrothers, sill
Tives i O renard, bt e and Duncan maincain a close raternal

aleolm are l'|I-L‘.

working relationship, Together, Duncan and B
classic good cop/lad cop comber one fiery and in your face,
the other disarming and diplomatic, When combined ona
ronfirmed Bonzer skeptic, most peaple den't have a chance

salcolm is soll-spolen, hardworking, and meticulous in bis

craft, e exudes the quict, wood-humared zeal of a Congo
missiaary or a hip astrophysicist onto a previonsle o erlacked
guansum shift, Loves Caprain Beefheare, Coen Bret fers” movics,
and the writings of Krishaamue. [n1go6, Malealm was
dizgnosed with a rare form of kidney cancer. Throughour a ewa-
vear treatment, he consinued surfboard shaping and coaching
vonth suceer and teack His wife, Lise, largely held things rogerher

(=

during these tough vears, He hias ower sons, twins Jacob and lan,
e 21 adavghter, Oriana, age 17 All three surf, and the twins
recently ereated the Campbell Brothers” website, The Camphell
Clan oo cranslazes as “Be Mindful” The ward “Peace” is
inscribed on the stringer of each board Maleoln shapes,
Duncan is intense, epinionated, and wends tosturter when
hammering en abour matters of right and wrong, justice and
injustice, knowledge and plain mule headed ignorance He
possesses 3 Scot's hard -headed stubbornness rempered by
Hugh
Vinsekela and the bombascic, surreal humor of the Firesigo

conmmassionate Jewish forboarance. Has a weakness lor

Theatre An insermniac, e works unol 300 am. cach morsing
archiving Boizer fowstage or crearing content for the website
Druncan’s Bonzer rhetoric veers toward hyperbole and uropian
absolures, evaking quantum leaps and Linsteinian physics
He's fiercely protective of Malcolm, three years his senior.
Phanean in Scors Gaclic means " Brown Warrior”

O course, they share a seeret Tanguage on an almost
L._‘-|4_*-|'1;'|r|'|ir Trekkie Binar level Their |H:-:',i!l 1% 1w j\l.L'l':Tii':Z[
alicn TV blockheads: murte, logieal. pe aceful, discomeerting,
ey e T them s an :.1_r1-|P'i.;: 1ask, since lath 1-."I'n.'| o 'i[!’.":lk
ar onee, cach Hnishi ng the previcus one's senlonge and adding
furher elaboration—which the other i e completes,” weone
Brian Miord in Seger magazine in 1977

he Camplell Brothers, coming frona throwback ontpost

like Orenard, were the epitame of the rebel garage shapers

of the late ‘eos the suelboard-design equivalent of s
Diada art school band, They ser cheir populist. anti-capitalist
paradigm carly an. Taking a cue From the Captain Beelhear
eredu “Loye Owver Gold,” they never patented the Bonzer. " The
copyright is for the world." stated Maleolm, “Anvone can use
it all vou need is 2 protractor and a ruler”

Naturally, ther were doomed. Far all their good intentions
they were first lawded, then eidiculed, then forgotien for over
160 yoars,

Bt they never gave up on their original design and

continued to evolve it to the present day five-fin, Over three



decades later, after numerons hes |'1]u'c'-,|l\::'|:;__-| False starrs, the
Bonzer has grined a small bue ardent worldwide Tollowing char
exists purely on its own enthusinsm and belic In San Diego,
Mike Earon reckons he's shaped and seld cver 35,000 Boneers
aver the last three decades. Bl Flamilion, whe builds and surfi
his ovwn five-fin Bonzers at 12-foor Hamaler Bay, claims they have
a"Sacred Fourth Gear” with no top end. Oni the Columbia
River, the Bonzer five-fin “Gorge Animal” has been used for
over 10 years by sailboarders with great success. Darvick Doerper
recently reported he'ld successtully flight-rested the firse Camplell
fivee -ie towe-Board ar Teshuapoo.

When asked how good they work, Peter S Pieere, owner
of Moonlighs Glassing and 2 longtime Bonzer supporter, replied
“How good does fce cream tsees”

The Bonzer, it seems, is 2 surfhoacd -.'|¢l;ign rhat 15 fu”:,'
infused with the Campbells’ philosophy. The Campbells couly
beliove that L:r1||'g|:|c:1n'-:l surfers can -:,1|'|::I_I1S_(," the world  defear
ignocance, hate, poverty and war—hby manifesting the reachings
of the grear prophets through sueling. And the Boneer, named
for the Australian slang equivalent of “bitchin,” is simply one
of the tools 1o achicve better surfing,

“With surfboards, what shaper, when hes talking ro vou
abour a desian, ever mentions the word faiths” savs Chiris Malloy,
whowith his two brothers, grew up surfinga Bonser or oo when
they were Lids i Venturae, “When Duncan talks to vow aloa
Bonzers vou see complete and urrer Belief. Sometimes you ride
Eenzers on faith and faich alone”

B 1g7o, the sarfworld ar large was trvng desperacely 1o
deal wich the power vacuum left by the collapse of the shortboard
evalution. Like a wobbly banana republic propped up alter the
pullont ol a colonial overlord, the surfing world was rife with
charlatan kings and fractious ad hoe revolutionary conamirzees

The era produced cgual pares immovacion and drog-feeled
wackiness A quicl scan through the surf-mag archive reveals thae
stubby, hper-kicked noses were a brief rage. WANME. of Venura
featured hollow boards and hollow fins. Plastic honeyecamb
cell rechnology promised to replace fForm. Corly Carvoll champi-
orred twin-fns on his “hpace Bl icks” T lansen boards E_'lt:-\-usu‘.'\.‘il."d
“Super Vibes” A Greek dowerailer premised o “pue you righs
o top” A cheely Bob M Tavish cladmed that “suclees get laid”
with hiz Power Dude fun shape, The Flendricks Gmni, a
rech-heavy knechoard, fearored a cenverboard, handerips, o
rudder, and @ speedomerer, Faally, Chock Dent Lid down the
[wwith his o0 surthoard line designed by B.K. and Bl
Hamtileons: “lere's cur program: its 1-2-3, very heavy, ['m
callin’ for e So dig ic”

[n response, Greg Mol wrote an editorial sereed in F!.'r_',lz“l'
thatvearentithed: " The BSers” where be laid most of the blame
on the surfboard manufacturers {inchiding himaelf) attempring
te out-do each ather with gimmicks racher than making clean
boards thar work, " The major offenses commiced in the name
of the almighty dollar are too numerons ©o mention,” blustered

Beall. * bur the besv are the 135 ads which lave finally goten oo

SCTION

CAMPFILL COLL

The shortboard revalutien, which had begun only theee vears
carier on the beaches of New Soarh Wales with che aine-foot
Mo Tavish VW-Lotton, l;i}- i tatters, By el -y, o Clalilorndan,
Rl Aurness, was the new world chamg, using a pragmatic seven-
foot pintail o take out the wocfully under-gunned Avstralians
at therr borme Break in Jobanna, Vicroria, The Avseralinns, who
had taken the shorter-is-better mantra to absurd lengths,
struggled vamly o make cheir diminucive “meind machines”
poerform in the fast, powerfol Johanna bareels. The price tor
ineressed maneuverability was speed. and single-fin shortboards
under six feet had proven an awkward chinsera for all but an
cecentric elite who had the skill and paticnce o make them
work under specialized circumstances

The backlash was ;':rt:tf'nllnc':.. Afremward, r1,1|11|‘.u_'1.'l'1'i‘;¢
surling was deemed irvelevant and doworight injuriows e one's
karmic waell-being by the surfing press and disillusioned geoues
California surling retreated into acid-inspired, black-wetsan
fundamentalizm that rejected anythiog not 1oo percent “natural.”
A nsey strain of tire slashing localism metastasized around
ssolaced California strongholds lile Pomne Loma, Palos Yerdes,
and Crenard, nmovation was locked upon with deep suspicion
and multi fins on 2 surfheard to the rank-and -file smacked of
some sort of bastard miscegenation spawned out of the surling

i E]'LI LsLe itl il I'Pl.l_‘?{.

canwhile, back in Canard, the Campbell brothers
J studicd the data, looked ar the films. and atcempred

o balance the cquation, For the last year, the
Campbells bad been building eheir own small twin fins and
had crcourtered rhe same indomirable speed barvier as the
Auseralians. " loocthe lase few vears, advances in surfboard
desipn appear to have reached a platean,” wreote Maleole luzer
i his 1071 manifesto, “The Bonzer A Soace in Tiane,” " While
|3L:x:u|'.1i:15 shorter and |i5|11_t~r_ T|I{‘}' hawe sacrificed 51}-3_1{_ which
is an cssential faoror in handl ing E‘rl'g WS :*Fr_crfi'.'u:h,'."

But they weren't giving up o the shortboasd.

“Hu {]{uir:l :il.:lli;-_"h:l‘l..‘l'l.'(‘l e o 2 seven- feot board)” recalls

Prancan. *Bur we're suill thinkimg, the Tatwre of surfing s

.

SATICOY SESSIONS: Terry Faley (right) monitors the Dll'"ill.10 uf_l-h'ls- new board at
Blinky's Bargain Basement, 1976. Malcolm still shapes off these vintape templates
when an order for an eld-schoal Bonzer comes over the desh.

the point char nebody can begin to believe whae they're trving
o say, including the manufacourer who's runoing the ad.”



siv-foot and Hve-sives, not these longboards So thar's when we

pook o this idea of well, how do we make a five-six 1o sie-font
board weork like & zeven-foor board? How doowe ger it mo work
in aix- to eight-foot surf? What would be the dynamics What
wowld you dov ey Ve vl pI'UiL'x_'t'i(:-:u ot of wonr T rns:”

Aracime when Hawaiian |'-fg--','.'.1'-.-t FIL‘I"E:!"'EI'I'-:'IIH.'L' and design
still dominazed the surf media’s attention, the Camphells were
gerring their design cues smuggled inte Oxnard direct from
Australia Threngh their friend. Robert Moynier, a 2o-year old
expat American who had spenthis childbood surfing in Australia,
the Camphells were intreduced o the Aussie design nindset
via dog-eared copics ol Anstralian Sarfiny Warld Mugazine.

At the same time, a new breed of Australian Glmmakers was
producing mined -altering, if somewhar crude, imagery thar fucled
the Camplbells’ quese for speed. Paul Witzigs 1068 Evaltirton,
which highlighted Wayne Lynch’s revolutionary lig-to-base
carving nirns, bl o |.“1'u'i'n||n-.| elfect on the brothers’ thinking
111 their :-u|'ﬁ|]g SO 1]-;:::_:'!. "i.-"r'.|:|'1|_|_' [_:r'l'l.'ll and ™at "l'l.‘ll.ll'll_‘f_.'|
became the new pods, George Greenongh and Bob MeTavish, the
lirebringers, The 15-year-old Duncan obsessively papered
every soquare inch ol his room with cut-up surl magaeines and
even glassed suel phoros of Wayne Lyneh on his rwin-fins.

“The moves that needed to be replicared for per formance
surfing were Greenough.” says Duncan. O the bottom, Jaying
the il down and not spioning o, coming ep off the top. full
roundhouse cutbacks into the soup And then wbe riding for
as long as you wanted to, That was the future, We didi'e see
it as knechoarders versus surfers We're ||.1:.~l-;':|'.-:.3 AL A NCLUvers,
and Greenough was completely right”

[t late Mevember 19700 alter huddling with their dad, rhe
Campbells decided o ery a radical three-fin design. The st
hoard was an adapted 54" kneeboard shaped in their garage
from a 812 Clark reject blank. The center fin was a lasge, boxy
aiveratt-sryle fin placed close 1o a wide, rruncated squashiail
[he twe side fins were long, blade-like plestic runners sited
wall forward of the center fin near the rails and canted-in

approximately seven degrees. On the boteom, they glassed on g

posterofa . Crumb- sryled Felix the Cat crucking merrily along,
Aoweek larer, the rwo brothers and their fricod, CLif
Collinge, took the new board. as yet unnamed. down to the
deserted beachbreaks along the ald Highway 1 noch of Venrur
Creerhead anan overcast, oftshore moring, Recent heavy raing
had Aushed wons of river sile and debris out into the ocean,
turning the waves a sickly chocolate color. Thandreds of oranges,
washed dosen [rem a aearby orchard, babbed in the lneop. But
the storm had also sena freak winter south windswell char bined
up auspiciously on the sandbanks. Hollow three- 1o five-foot
brown lefts charged novth toward Solimar Beach. The teenagers
scrambled down the ];!_rgq: |'i|ur:1|'| bestalders and suited up
|'.r|1-::ir|y\ the first |'.ighl' at kitry | [zoole, tovey broehiers o the
beach -_'|1|.‘mr~ whe would be the first to test their mvention,
Malcolm, despize being a regular-foor, paddled cur firse.
Maleolm dropped in backside on his first wave and was
immediately stunned at the way the little board boleed cut of

the pare. “The speed out of the turns and the control in the

Ha FIMERAN

steen, hollow areas of the wave was unimagined,” recalled

Malcolm everlocking the same beach in 1949, Just overall
increased naural speed and amazing positive cuthacks”
Duriean remembers when Malcolm finally came tn raving
abenit the board. * He {Malcolm) wes complerely shaken, [he
ability 1o go down the line with thas kind of speed and hold
thes rail o a beard rhar shore, a five-four, was something we
never fele before, 1t just wasa't there o single -l boards, And
it wasn's there on a twin Gin board for sure. 5o we juss said,

Hey, this is it. This is the fumree™

hen interviewed. the l_f.‘lﬂ';‘.bl.'”.“ are alwavs 4.|l;-_.._'|.;

v give full ceediv to their father, Jack Camphell, for
the Bonzers inicial inspiration and name
Although be never surfed. Jack had an inmate scholarly
L||'f|fr_l.r:||'.-.|i1|¥,nl' wlhat made things go st He approached his

zpms el project from a pure deston vantaoe, unencnmberad

by the shaper cults and voodoo hydradynamics tha plague
surfbaard design,

Malcolm was bornin Los A '1,'_—1‘:"':"‘: 1 1951, b Jack and Gloria
Camphbell lack oniginally from Philadelphia. was genreel,
pipe-smoking autamaotive photojournalist whid honed his
camera skills as a Mavy photographer during WW 11 Glaria, 2
vivacious brunette, was a graphic artist and abseracs painrer from

Poew Tork whe came west and met Jack chrough the thriving
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BUTTER IN A TEFLON PAN: Russ Short moved from Huntington Beach to Port Hueneme and, through the lens of Craig Finem
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Bonzer program. “Because of Fineman and the Oxnard test tubas, Malcolm says, “Peopla thought the boards only worked in perfect waves.”

post-war LA bolemn acts scene, Both were intellectoal, far
left of center, and very politically acrive. * They were casentially
bearnikes wich jobs " recalls Danean, born i 1455 i anes Momic.
Besides a taste for West Coast jaze, the boyvs had a strong
sense of Mew Deal social justice drunimed into tem at an early
age. "My mom was the classic bleeding -heart liberal ™ laghs
[Funcan I'IIII.'|-=.J”:!" Gleria campaigned ivelessly fiar Eugene
AeCarthy i the 1968 presidential campaign and once gave
Duncan a decailed acconnt ol being crampled and tear-gassed
ay riot-palice while protesting the Vietnam War in Century Uity
i'<1x'|~"$ I."ELS}-.'J!'L lowever, was esoteric handeralied :-pu:'r-:!
machines. Through his job reviewing cars far Motor Trend
magazine, Jack, a skilled amateur road racer was given enrrée
to test drive some of the fastest production sports cars in the
wiorrld, irh:!uu:h'ni‘: the ."1'|||.'1:;.".1_.-' b and che Gran Tarsmo Hawk,
He was one of the world's foremost experts on the Bugatti and
produced @ now-collectible 1963 folio on the Binous Tralian-
French racing cars. Often Jack would bring the Taest gleaming
prototype home and take the boys for a thrilling spin up one

al Malibu's tortuous canyon roads.

“lack Campbell was inwo speed,” save Robere Moynier the
brothers” lifelong friend and counsel, “He knew a lor abour cars
alotabeut acrodynamics. Jack was like the fone, Tle was the
final arbiter of a lot of their style and mtegrity Fle undersiood

clegance of design”

Fhe Camphell brothers grew up in Pacific Falisades near
Santa Mondea and Gest surfed on reneed lemghaards at Sanea
Muonica |‘-1'¢I' i ges Their sister, Ann, was born in 1957

[ 1966, however, [ack took a job with the Port Hueneme
navel base newspaper. The Campbells bought a house two Blocks
off the ocear on Seabreece Divive ar Csnard Shores, at the time,
a half-filled subirban housing ceace buile o miles of zind dunes
stretching to the north of the Channel Tslands marina. Jack was
an avid sailor and studied boat design diligently in his spare tine

I the 19908, Oxnard was, and 1o 3 preat deal seill 4= conseal
Farm roowers with a dl:'n.'i:.'](“LJ||‘_; Mewican soul. Mast of the ﬁigll:igl;“
along Highway 107 is in Spanish. and the e corner cocina
fearere some of the best menudo and facos de bivria noeth of
Chaxaca, To the wesr, the LIS, Mavy comrels a large chunk of the
coustal real estare, which is ||L':|x'ii} armored with harbors and
weapons depors. Mearby Pro Mugo conduers top-secrer missile

vined o reputation

resring justoffshore, Crver the vears, Onard |
as a rough, dead- end sailors dive, s desolate beaches infesred

with swirchhlade-wiclding vares and drunlen biker panps,
Which was just e with the loeal surfers. Wedged berween
Port Hueneme harbor and Channel Islands harbor is Silver
Seeand. 2 mile -]nlt:t_', beach that |'.-rn:.du|_'|_'5 somie of the best waves in
California. An underwater conven allows open-ocean swells
Focus and jack heavily over a series of sandbars Acereting nexe o

the jetty It creates a levce, heavy wibe with locals to march,

oo o "'\ 'dx:\.

AN,

an, becama the surfing faca of the

!
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ENAELERS, ACOLYTES, AND CONSTITUENTS: (left) Mike Eaton, 1973, Fineman's photos and the Camphell
of the threefin's viability. (right) Peter Townend and lan Calms, early members of the Fyramid (a common Bonzer refraln refarring to the three-fin pattarn} sact.

Omany given swell a cight, surly pack jostes around the
twu tnain bicaks, The Bowl and 'The Ship. The Ship, a wedgy
left sandbar sipper [avored these days by limber young acrialises,
wits created in 1970 when a decrepit couise liner, L fenelle,
broke her meorings during a howling gale ousside of Port
[Hueneme and ran :Jy::'uun;l _illﬁl north of the Silver Strand I’:I."Tl'j_-'.
The Bowl is a heavy, two-way peak thas throws oue a thick
MEenacing vores reiniscent of Puerto Lscondida on a big
northwest swell, The Strand bred tough working -class locals
who jealously protected their prize from outsiders through
verbal terrarsm, vandalism, and occasional punch-ups.

Fusz Shore, an extraordinary goobe-foeter and perhaps
Cremard’s most Tamed sucfer until Tine Cureran came along.
remembers how fine the lines were drawn between those who
belonged and those who didn't.

“I1 was crazy” recalls Short, 45, these -.‘l:'q-'x A conlracioe
wha still suels Silver Streand frequently, “Even guys thar came
[rem the seuth side of Part Hueneme, which is just the other
side of the jerry, would get in fights with the Strand guys. Tewas
that brutal”

Ciiven this, Oxnard seems an unlikely breeding gronnd for
innovation. But withour the fast hollow beachbreaks of the
Silver Serand and Oxnard Shores, the need for a deaves, highly
Fesponsive i'u"u_'k{"l' rocker such as the Bonzer would nor have
been imperative, And, ironically, withour Oxnard’s tough
territorial reputation sheltering the Campbells from the LA,
_11._1|'Lh:.~:. r]u_-:.- would never have t"nl ten i.'nn.mtgl] :.]‘.Ii,llil:}’ WAKCS
T .|;!t'c]u:|l1_'|g.' test their new invention.

“We were anti-violenee and we ::.cumll}- quit muaking boards
for anybody who was participating in wviclent aces,” savs Duncan,
“Although we didn't stap surfing the waves because the bullies
were beating people up and making it uncrowded. So. vou know,
1% definitely bypoecritical in the larger sense”

The brather’s brainy brand of rebellion also pue them at

o enltural distance from maost of the blue-collar kids they went

family's Super Eight movies convinced the master shaper

te school with, as did their bushy, shoulder-Tength hippie hair
finsg “ iy dad

was 2 Lifer Navy guy: and he was brocal en Duncan,” recalls Russ

they wore as defianty as their odd rrapesoida

Shors, Duncen would come by my house and hed go, “Hey,
Prireess, now's it gaing,”

“We truly were se aparr even then” says Duncan. “When
YORLL AT TOr OALT PAIEGS, ol Wors rCll|.'lji.‘l:I: Lo [!";'r:t1llit|!1' K-.‘fr'!i of
Enoch, Buckminster Fuller and Alan Watts, Tle music was in
chat genre, oo Brian Eno, Captain Beefhearr, Lo Reed,
Lravid Bowiereally just meaty stuff, There was a0 Eagles ar
|'-:J¥,|1:Ir. We just weren't |'|1|1||i||5 on the same cureene ag the
rest ol Oxnard”

Through Russ's military connection, however, Russ and
the Camphells were able wo get day passes 1o surl the heavily
guarded sandbar tubes of Pe, Mugu base. T a shore ume the

Camplell brothers developed into excellent surfers, winning

several conreses i local WA contests, " Maleolm s an
unbelievable backside surfer” says Shore “Io their movies,
vou can see he's leaning forward on the nose with hands on
the bhoard gmhhing his radl and his knees dosvn o the boasd
just ,w'|,|cl<i|:|¥| it i ears ago. backside surfers genting in the

rube was prety unheard of and Maleolm was daing it ”

ack supported his sons’ grovving surf addiction, but after
buying them their firse boards ol the rack, he insisred the

start making their ovwn. Using blank secomeds, hand planes,

“and o Sureform, the boys were able o produce 2 crude but

functional baard For about S40,

By mid-to71, after the initial success of their first tri-fins,
Jack introduced the bove to Bernoullis principle, which in turm
led them L-[nl,;._-ring with WHAYE DO charmnel the water undera
surfhoard more efficiencly, By hand shaping concaves inte an
hourglass shape and placing long runners on the side to deflect
warer into a nerrowed “throar” the brothers hoped 1o jet water

out the rear using the Venruri effecr. Their friend Tommy

EBAEET

sy



(ahove) Bonzer aficlonadoe Jock Sutherland, with son Gavin visible in the background pocket. (right) Perpetually open-minded Donovan Frankenrciter ot the

Rusty “Anything But Three" avent.

Bimbrell Ananced the protomype Boneer,

By this time the brothers had dialed in the Lo plcemen
aswell cantingand angling the side His for masimum directional
<’L|.'2'I-.il'| ek Bresser had been work i|‘|:_] an his oven version of

atri-tim ar the same time, or price to the Campbells, but his

Fsbem I.'.IJ.-Ii'I.'\.'I two hall-moon “disks™ alt of the conter fin, The
Campbells’ triangulared fin system roughly mirrors the fin
placement of the medern three-tin

The Benzer sysiem worked hevond there wildest sxpec
Lo, -cn:1]'}||:1§ the Camphells o seoot around deep, previously
unmakeable sections and pump the board for inereased speed
within the twbe. When they excitedly rold Jack abour their
lindings, he went o his thesaoras and delivered them a name:
"Boneer” ::dj. [.;"-lLﬂ I".'!|i'.'||'|J “remarkable or wonderful”

Ohver the nestvear more Bonzers were made and discribured
to friends for Leskingg and Feedback, A small cadee of Bonser
(B

incuded Russ Short, Mike Shore, Robert Moynier, CIUT

vers soon formed around the Camphells, The fise riders

I.'n|||'~.1g|*, Mike Rimbrell, Charlic Womack, and Craig Fineman,
atalented WSA surfer and budding surf photographer newly
arvived from Huntingron Deacly.

By late 1a72, the Campbells felr they were ready to take
their invenoon public. Jack, however saw char as premarere,

a0, he :'|1:1||:‘Il_gx_‘d us.” says Dunean. “Fe said, ‘make sense

of it develop & lanpuape for it becanse ifvou're vight and you
disrir record it whin's .?-".'i:llﬂ tor e liews 1..-'r1|,|.3' W tool o the
.'||:|||-L'|'.;._;L' very voung simply becavuse he was our dad and we
respected him thar he knew what he was 1;||::;i|1g abour, S0

became a mission,”

he Seabreere house quickly became a bruseling skunkoworls

ol cutting -edpe surfboard design. A real esprit developed

among the Bonzer erew. Wew versions of the Boneer
were conseructed weekly and Fineman was pressed inte seevice

as the official Bonzer archivist. Shots of the Campbells and Fuss

Short getting slotted ar Cxnard spors with heavily cncrvpted
names began appearing i the serf magazities. The brochers
irvested 1nan I."\C'I_"L'I'..‘-i'n'L' Beaulien ?‘;IIFI('I' Al camera, and
the crew would spend hours on the couch analyzing their
performances.

e

wavward praple.” recalls Dunean, “Huss moved in, © rig rricneed

he Sea Breeze house became kind of 2 flop house for

i, and seon evervbody was living ar the honse VW had a
darkroom and | was I,'rl'('l-.’l‘:w'.ﬂi!'lg [ l"n'll:_-'-'.lf‘- black -and swhite stutf
at nighe, We literally had boards deving i our rooms and the
whele house smelled like resin and chemicals, My dad wonld
ot the |-I'Hi|:.;'.‘ and yell, "For Chinst’s sake, The ice crean tastes
like resin! and who lefe the was on the stoves Tt's l””'“i“&-‘

Oletober 1952 saw the World Contest come to Oeean

Beach, San Diege, The boavd cre g the mosr media buze tha
vear was the Steve Lis-designed twin-fin Fish. By this time,
howvever, the Campbells had written the twin fin offas an obsolere
design and were focused solely on their ti-Fe creation,

That fall, an epic south swell bypassed the contest and
simmed suspreionsly ar Croard and Poing Mugo, While the world's
bese surfers serogpled i three foor nash, epic double overhead
lelt barrels spun off Ounard Shores. The Bonzer brecheen
soored. By now both the Bonzers and their dders had come o
a critical point. The riders’ breakthrough performances were
beavily decumented by Fineman (whe lacer became a _'-.'1.-::||'E-r
stabf |~_.311 1Iq\gl';1|:|]'|l:|':I and maore |351q_;-1¢,-: :_||_'|1;:-|_-;|,1'¢.,| i the [ERE
Asword of the Bonzer started d'.':lwing ATrenTion o Uxnard,
Besweser, it also drow the ive of the hard core locals, Duncan
and the others would often walk down the heach with their
fins pointed away from watchers 1o avoid drawing jeers or the
oeeasional rock. The Campbells, apoarently. had come un with
the surfing equivalent of Esperanto - logical, well designed.
funcrional. and roeally incomprehensible w the masses,
“Soowe knew it was j;l.:l-ﬂg tor e an '.|p|11'|| bartle” HYE

Malealm, "Buz we also knew thar this was ic, that three {ins




were going o revolutionize surfboards We just bad o figare
ot how we weere going to go about i

By carly 1973, rhe brochiers bad honed their pitch and
took their brainehild to the South Bay hoard cartels, They
went lirst e Dewey Weber in Hermosa Beach who seemed
eathused at frst, but showed them the backdeor on thew
second meeting, Crestfallen but undaunted. they went next 1o
Bing Copeland's shop dewan the sereer,

At Bing’s, they found a receptive ear in Bing's lessaed
shaper, M ike Faron, wha had 2 deep bac kgl'n'.nu{ in boat con-
struction and was excired abour the Campbell's vse of hll
theory on surfbeards. He was with the young brothers carnest
presentaton that they backed up with compelling footage.

S Bing and [ each made one.” recalls Taron 1 mads a
little mini-noserider  about six-six—and Bing made a board
shout tle same size—a more pointed nose thing. We had a
fairly good-sized shop team ae thar time, and they rotaed
the new boards around, Everybody came back and said. “Hey,
these things work pretty good.”

Withina week, Bing and the Camphbells had inked 2 $2.00-
a-board rovalty deal. Bing licensed the Bonzer name and Latcn
began parsing out ways to mass produce the newly-christened
“l3ing Bonwer™ Bing, a savvy surf-industry veteran wich a rock-
solid repuration and a stellar cast of viders thar included Do
Harrisom and Rell Aurness, saw the Bonger's funaristic design
as 2 way to caprure back some of the shortheard marker that had
been serivusly oraded by underground shaperslike the Campbells.

“1t became the in [hiﬂg rey [ives @ - nane or EArge-
buile bonard for the in gronp. ™ says Bing, now retived in Baja
Calilornia “This made it ditficule e the major manufacourers
1o campete due o the faot that the backyard builders could
|,'|1|:,' Blanks and all the marervials needed at lJ:lHii."J“}-' rhe snme
cost as we paid, and they had no erverhead.”

That May. Faton brought a small quiver al Renzers over 1o
the North Shere and weok a 667 ot in solid cight-foot Sunser,
He found that afrer some mitial difficalties paddling the small
board oo the waves, the beard come alive with the inereased
Iaweaiian juice. "Lt wens dowen the Face with real nice control,

real positive, and it had a Lot of speed,” said Faton in Swrfer

shiortly afterward, ™ You could really feel it over there”

Eaton, nenw converted, went up to his friend Joff Makman’s
house and pumped him on the design. The nexr day. the surf
wes still up and a skeptical Hakiman rehictantly teaded his 7747
with Eaton, Faran reports thar Hakman was sonn turming heads
and drawing comments from the lineup gallery “Le was. hitting
his turns really hard and petting a lort ok drive our of the turns
right up into the lip with the wave coming over him and going
extremely fast, 1t was amazing on such 2 litle board.” Aftera
three-hour session, Halman announced he wanred one.

Based on the positive pro feedback, Bing and Eacon went
public. T major articles touting the design and the Campbells
came out that fall in Serfer and Sarfing. Full-page ads came out
feasuring The Bonzer and s makers. The Campbells enjoyed
o rief st a5 mediz stars, even chough it brought them

increased prossure Fronn the locals beck at home

The design gained mamentom aniel vl boards began wsell

slowly, A major breakihrough came when Tan Cairns picked
ug the Boneer cesign and wion the 1973 Smirnoff contest in
to-fool Laniakea against Hakman. A [ months carlien Taton
sent the Bonzer spees dow to Peter Thwnend, who was shaping
for Grood Time Surfboards en the Gold Cosstalong wirh Michael
Petersen, M1 was nonplussed with the double-barreled design

“1 was in the process of scooping out the concaves in the
Back when M walked in " recalls Towoend, “1He looked across
the shaping bay and he goes, " What are vou doing? | saidd, ' I'm
raking this board® and he gees. " You beerz sinoking somerhings”

Uhe nesc year, however, Townend hear Peterson and
Bruwce E{g!,';'nnm:l on his self- .\'|'|:_|,|__‘u;'|.'.5 “Bonza” ar the Meweastle
Orpen Surf Titles {now the Mark Richards MNewcastle Pra),
at the time one of the thiree major Austealian contests frasfiore
the advent of the pro tour in 1975,

Shaun Tomson alse rode a Bonzer |?-:‘I'L!l-|g back in 1973
while completing his compulsory national service in the Scuth
Alvican Defense Foree, e won an Army surling competition
a1 Nahoon Reef in East London It was the first multi-fin

board T owned thar had speed and drive,” savs Tamson.

s easy to veer toward conspiracy theories when charting

our the rise and sudden =11 of surfings ene-time design

15_:|:'|[le;:_ [aes the Bonzer Fall under the Calomory o
government-suppressed technology, along wirh ansi-pravity
devices, solar energy, miracle cancer cures, and a car chas will
run on a glass of water? The desaparecides of an organized surf
industry carrel purge of garage rebels? Or was it simply a case
calls, “The Campbell Curser”

of a5 Dunian enly half- jokingly

Probably not More likely it seems a combination of bad
tinsing, hubreis. and inertia of the surfboard industry that seat
the Bonzes on a long, slow spiral toward popular irrelevancy.



1 |l:iILH:~' went off cowrse almost from the start wich
]H':‘-ducTinn imanes The L'.;|:||p|:-r||:i Frave .||'-'-'-.|:.':- madiitained the
Bonzeris @ simple design. but thar any deviation frivm a strice
formada will creare an interior board. Fin J.'rli'.l-."-."3'|1l-.'|'l|' is critical,
as is the blending of the bottam cancaves. Befere Bing, Malcelm
had alwavs hand shaped each Bonzer bottom, and Mike Earon's
mechanized rechniques prodoced much decper concaves
than the i_‘:;||1||_1-is|_"||:~' |_'1|'|_"r11f“l'|':_"\_‘| ."';TI”_ Wik was stoked on che
design and lefr the shaping bay open for discossion,

Butwhen Bing sold our o Gées Surfboards of San Diego
in late 1974, things went downhill quickhe Afrer Bing lefr the
{f;nnltﬂs;-]h. W _‘Zl,i,-:_‘:l,'_'!.' bt fi |".1|':.' {rowen ot of the |nc:-p.

“There was no |'|_'|:'|1'|n|'|-:'.1|p with 1 arry Cordon or any
el care of Ponger qu::]i‘.'_f cottrol” ER [rancan “ o (s,
Bomzers were just anether line of baards thae were being
offered. They had no real understanding of how they worked”

And there was resistance growing from the shaping pirs
aswell Many G S shop workers dido'e ride che Bonseer and
relused o put in the time and care needed to make them work
properly Inferior Bonzers woere being released wo the poblic
under the Bing logo.

“Theyre lard to make. plain and simple,” states Eaton,

wha went on to base a prcil deal of hus business around the
Bonzer conliguration. “MNat only are 1 |‘-l“_.' harder ro ri|l:i:_‘r<‘ r|'|'::.'
take more time. Every swep ':'II-."II}__'M the way is more difficult. It
mere difficult to laminare, Ie's more difficuls 1o bot cear rigla
dawn the line, so they get put back to the end of the line”
Peter 5t Pierre and the Moonlight Glassing Crew, howewer,
believed in the Bonzer enough o work shrough che production
problems in the late 8os The Campbells credit Moonlight's
high-quality for greacly increasing the credibility of the design.
The Campbells left Gas in a5 under rancorons

circumstances. Ina |"1'-i.'t.tl:.' of self :'ig"ll'-:.'t!l!h brvade ‘.|IL!}' teld

Laery Gorden to keep che |'n1l.'::||':.' checks. "W were sitting
there '.1':17:|1E|'.-E our -.'!:.‘.a'ign |'u.'i||y, wrned ineo a toral |~-‘-Px‘lul."
savs Duancan. [ we ook THOIEY Fromm a {ik‘aigll that was bei ng
made wrong and called a Bonzer in our eyes it was dirty money”
G, however, suill had a legal license to the Bonzer name,

I'he word spread rhar the Boneers wers mostly hype. In
an era still in the grip of self-conscious anti-commercialism,
the Boneer was n;||,|;iq_'f-i[:,- wrirren off as a _gi:ilnl:i-.":.

The rap T gor almost evervwhere Dwent including Austealia
in taso, was:  Yeah, those things really go fast down the line,
bur, you know they just don't come off the top,” says Roben
Movnier, wha remains & Banger aficionado to this day * Really
fast dewn che line but tiw':"rc: JusE not [ e L:nmlgh -that kind
t.~+-T|'.ir1j;."

['he Caﬂu}l‘-clis. bolsrered |'>:.' their brief stint in the
mmainstream surfbonrd business, decided o lu_';.‘p IL'.'J]iillg Boneers,
first with Mike Kelly of Emotion Surfboards and lacer under
thieir own loge: i._;:unpb.:“ Grothers and Boneer Wehicles They
et up shop under Bill “Blinky” Hubina in the old Maorey Pope
facrory in Saticoy and cultivared 2 small bur growing clientele

af local Ventere-area surlers,

hings might have seetled our over the rexs few vears, bur

the Campbells hado't counted on the twin-fin making

AN UNENPOCICE TESUPTCETion in the lare "7os via Mark
Richards. By 1978, Seglir magazine announced * The Attack Was
Back " and Richards rook q1|rﬁ:1g S sTrang, m]nh':-:“:.-
path for the next fowr years, By the time Simon Anderson
appeared at the o810 Sy dnc}- Coke Classic with his newly
developed three-fin “Throster,” the Bomeer was well on the
way to becoming surling's premier foomore. Ironically the

Bonzer, once championed as the Roserea stone of the short-

1L

Loard revolution, was now considered a big, rigid di
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“When ewin-fing came i, board sizes dropped very mdically”
savs Dunean. “People didn't ake in1o consideration that twin-
fins were being ridden in the Fives en coosis three range and tha
Bonzers were in the six-three o siz-eighe range. Immediarely
the comparizon was made that twin fing were loose and
Bonzers were seiff. Thar's whart really killed the Bonzes”

YWith Simon Anderson winning theee major conrests in
15481 (i ke Surfibour, Bells, and The J‘ipclim: Haah‘:a} the
groundwork was laid for a tri-fin revolution, The Thrusrer wis
simple cnough, basically & twin fin with a trailing fin attached
For stabilivy. Mo single fin could march it For speed or holding
power. Further, it was being verted by a champion professional
surler who had staked his career on it

Simon was a potent package. Tall, ruggedly handseme, a

shit-hot champion surfer and o design innovator, Anderson
possessed all the eritical elements needed for the mainstream
to Finally get their heads around pro surfing The nowvelry of
~imon and his Throster was |'.-:1-.'L'[1|E', sone serious media lean

The surfing press had a field day, and afrer some inical
resistance, the surfing world quickly embraced the Thruster,
teethe Bonzer's discredis

“.He [Simon] didn't need to poine our thar he was the one
laughing nie and chae the three-finned surfboard (as opposed
te that red hevring, the Bonzer) was inevitahly 1o be a design
thar would take (s place alongside the pwin fin as a legiimare
progressicn in high-performance suctboacd construcnon,” weote
FPaul Holmes in s ro81 Safer profile of Anderson.

The Campbells quickly retoreed via a lereer o the edior
(“He [Holmes| has neither the knowledge. experience, nor
the ||."|\.|.I.!|':1'|.JLE'|'J.i|'.E!| of the Bonzer pAsL. present, or future o
make the judgment he bas”™) Holines” statemen:, however, set
L i 15-year pattern q:-ﬂ:::*ing subtly revised out of surfing’s
design rimeline.

When Mat Young wrote his highly personalized, Aussie-
centric Hisrory of Surfing in 1983, he meluded the Bonzer bur
eredited Mike Faton with its invention, The Campbell Brothers

chrescened suit oo correct the erron They were included in the

1987 revised edition, But in 1996, Sam George neplected o
include the Bonzer in his .:-:'.r11|_'-n'|||.'|:|:~i1r¢' .’?lr{fé'l'ﬁ!r{l{rrrl'!rr
“Evolution of Soul” surfhoard simeline. The Camapbells went
ballistic. George published an extensive apology in the nest
issue, bue the Campbells fele che damage was irreparable. * This
becamse some sort of cosmic joke,” savs Duncan. 1 felr like
I'd died and gone o hell”

Ihe Campbells developed the fivefin Bonser in 1982,
Their Cranard childbood friend. Charlie Womadk, whe had
evolved mmo a nored Morth Sheore hig wave sirler, 15 credited
with the Ave-fin's initial inspiration

“We looked at how the board would relemse off the rop and
B we wonle modife o desipn to not only visually be new
but alse be condusive to the Thruster approach. while main
raining the best characterisues of our origing] Boneer” says
Maleolny, “The five-fin was the result of salving problems
through “form following functien.™

Puncan, who had moved o the Morth Shore and opened
the Cale Haleiwa in 182, realized he was living i ready -made
surfboard testing range, Through the calé connection. he lebbied
several top -level pros o ey the five-fin: Duncan himsel Cspent
the "Bos surling big Pipeline exclusively on Bonzers,

[esponse was gacd, Cheer rhe nest six s, the Camplells
parnered feedback from top-ranked pros like Chevne Horan
and Barron Dynch. The Campbells methedically dialed in the
five-fin's envelope, Horan, in particular, absolucely destroyed
Backdoor on a borrowed 57110 five-fin in the winrers of 1988
“suddenly there was a pro-deiven vindication of the five-fin
tiy gi-;._- s the torch o sy, ‘Let's FRITENES this™" savs Thuncin.

Lo 1988, they hooked up with tap Morth Shore shaper Mfar
[Lawsomn to com |1'|¢rci:'|||'__,' 1}:1}\’51“':' a bvbeid Borzer Theaseer.
thruster fins with Boneer concaves. and the frve-fin, Rawsan
{at that time vored "the best shaper in the warld”) gave them
access toan impressive roster of dders, which included Tom
Carroll, Boblby Omeens, Bicliacd Schmidr, Gary Llkerton, and
Marty Thomas, Schmidt helped the cavse by winning the Xeel

Proensa ™ Theusver Benzer” Davey Miller, a Backdoor specialist,



became @ five-fin fanatic. Avound this nme, Mitch Thorsen
beesme the dirse highly-ranked pro w seriously ride the five-fin,
“Thrasters, they're like mraining wheels Onee you starr
surling on them, 11's hard to break free from them because you
train voursell to constantly pump the sucfboard,” sayvs Miller,
who grew ap in Venoura and eried his first Bonzer at age 13.

] ownsn'y .i1:|rl|'.-':c with Thrusters, and | remembered the first

tirne 1 eried o Gve-fin I just blaseed through these sections
and it felt like a renewal of power All of 2 sudden the board
towk of by dvself, and T felr like somebody was pulling me out
af the tube, 5o | ordered a board from Maleolm.”

Media interest in the Bonzer crept back and the Camphells
readicd chemselves fora five-fin push via the September 1989
Acrion Spores Reradler show Their ads, done ina bluff mock
socialist-heroic tone, annoaneed: “This time arcund, The
Revelution will debnitely be televised!t” The slogan. talien from
2 Captain Beellieart song, was “Grow Fins!”

Salcolm alsa teamed with \'|:1:I|.:II.!I' W MeDonald o
meorporate he Donald's unique *Elevared Wing” rail desizn
into the five-fin to produce the new "EBs” (" Elevated-Wing
Bonzer Five Fin™}. The EBS reportedly radically mcreased
turning perforimance on larger boards. [nterest was keen and che
Camphells retarned from the ASE show Qush with new orders
and a Aurey of write-ups lauding " Design’s Forgotren Men”

T the end, however, the Campbells were snce again shunted
e a cornet. After inivial suppory. Bawson began inexplicably
pulling back fram the five-fin, That alone wasn't enough to
stall the Fve-fin revolugion but bad luek :lLE'p|.1-:-;l 1 i 1991 in
she Farm of Rebert Kelly Slarer. Slacer's exveatervestrial
North Shorve performances that vear on Al Merrick's
Thrusters left everyone. including Duncan, abselutely
stunned, Duncan did the math and called Malcolm.

“1 saidd: We've got a long way 1o go. The way this kid rides
Thrusters, there is no chance we could ever say these boards
have any flaws. Nobody s ever going to believe that we have
sirmething better than this. Its over for quite a long time. so dig

. We've got i 1-:?115; hanl ™

[left) Davey Miller, setting up an inside tube at Backdoor. (right) Joal “1 want to surf like Russ Short” Tudor, Rocky Point. (Compare to page 101.)

"') v the mid-"g0s, Duocan had retwrned o cocking and
l washing dizhes full vime ar the café (When you're

)( sampbell, pou dig vour share of ditches...”) while
mainraining a sideline graphic design business for surf indesery
clicnts like Life's a Besch and Local Motion,

Maleoln ineanwlile, had taken a jobas 2 production shaper
For Al Merrick, Merrick respected Maleolin's sehicvenents
and g;p-:llucl dovors for Malealm's .x‘]l:\.pl'ﬂy‘ career, hMaleolm
continued to shape Bongers for g core clientele and showed
ather shapers such as Rusty and Merrick how to make the five-
fin. The Bonger's grassroors growth conomuoed, with isolated
cells of devored Boneer-heads cheivimg in Califoroia, Awseealia,
ard the LK.

Urver the years, Duncan struck up a friendship wicth AsP
jonrneyman lirad Gerlach, Gerlach, the gregarions one-time
Tap-16 pro. tried @ few of the Hve -fins but mostly just liked
hanging our ar Duncan’s Sunser Point house with his farmily.

He ztaved with the i_‘.-1|np|~.~rf:$ for several March Shore winters,

!1'1Il"\.'i'.“:l|" LiIl 1.':1'-:_' fl-'.:ll.:ld .'Il]l.l. il |:|l..lllll_'l_'l..ll.l'l\'-.il'.l.' Lll.l.ljll. ') l]l{.‘
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lean, sponsor-thin years following his defection from the
Woarld Toor in 1942

Gierlach in turn broughe over a steady strcam of ot young
California pros, which included Tavlor Knox and the Malloys, all
uliwhem had geown up inand avound Oeoacd wich the
Campbells as pare of their local surfing folklore, Most of the
others knew Duncan from the calé but had no veal under-
standing of the Canipbell brothers” legacy, Duncan broke ous
the films and filled them i Interest spiked,

“I think it's amazing that these suys developed this in gz
and have all this documentazion,” says Koo who mcludes a
Bonzer in his repertoize and rents 2 room from Duncan cach
North Shore winter Konox and Duncan have become good
friends and enjoy a sardonic, ompaing barntes Taylors pragmatic
Pancho Sanga o Duncan s idealistic, grandiose Dan Choxors; *1
think they were just too mellow. They weren's our there
bearing their chest, They weren't m with the right conl peonle.

I've seen shapers come in vogue with my cirele ol friends. Like,




ERING THE 'MARD: Malcolm, Dxnard Shoras, 1976, on a Wayne Lynch template 6'4%
edd, “We were never inspired by California surfboard design. All of our prompts
came from Australia.”

this puye so hot righe now, and then avear larer nobody's riding
his boards, but evervhody ordered one because one guy said
it was hot. 1s kind ol strange and fanny and chat's the way
surling is sometimes”

These \_‘l.:_T'.._':i Duncan relishes a certain :_11|:'.|'L‘11.‘-.‘| npzim"nm.
and iz shows i his mannes His often-vitriolic tdeades AgANSE 1N
incompetent surl pressand soi-disens shaping gurus have abated
comsiderably in the last few years, He senses an impending
polar shift in the surfing world again. Diversity of the surfing
demopraphic isat an unprecedented high, and cvervbody seems
ter b surfimg everyching these days, The cafe has proven a grear
success and has financed @ comforable Morth Shore lifesovle
and his daughtess’ college education. Fis health 1= gond . his
marriage o his wile Jacqie strong, and b still surfs Laniakes
ona repular basis. And with the Bonzer's inclusion in the

newly published Frepelapedia of Surfing, the Bonzer appears to

be vindicared—again.

LBt bevond thar he dereces a cermin balanee in lns personal
cosmos, In spring 2001, while on location ar Angonrie for the
filming of Chris Mallow's new film, Shefier, Duncan suddenly
found himself seanding in the doorway of a seamless wo- way
portal that connected the beginning. end. and futare of the
Camphells’ 30-vear saga in an instane,

Tl Shelter crew, consisting of Joel Tudar, Brad Gerlach,
Mike Todd, Tionovan Frankenrciter, Bob MMachado, and others,
had pitched up in a 1oo-vear-old Byron Bay farmbaouse to
recreate an unabashed tribure to the spiric of Alby Falzon's
1'.:|:r|l1'r 1971 Mg ::J'r|'1n' Earth. T he |‘b1..|||;:-:.'= ipvited Duncan 1o
come down for the filming of the movie. Duncan being the

restauratenr, was designared cook and in-house histerian: It

LANIIELL LR

was his first oeip, e saw the orip as a pilarimage o che
Campbells “surfing spivitual” homeland, and he breughra
“wreen” Bonzer Five to be used in the fihn

Bur it was ar Angourie that cireamstance, myth, and
vindication collided like random asteroids, Tao vears larer on
the sereened verandah of Tis houwse, Duncan relates his cpiphany
i e long, ecstanc rush,

1 remember coming up o Angourie. [ goton the cell

phene and juse said. “lavlor the waves are good: ger down
here!” Tavlor janmmed two-and-a-half hours from the Gold
Coast. non-stop, 100 miles an hour He's Sipping off the speed
cameras— 1m sure he has warranes for his arcest—ics like he's
Hunter 5 Thompson, 1 lock over the cliff from the parking
lor and the Fese wave 1 see s Mar Young surfing Angourice.

| can's believe this, This is the dream. It's Moring o the Earsh,
rarrcy, This is the |n}*ﬁ1ir.:ﬂ t'ilinls', whers Past. proseit, and
[ueure all converge. So. Tavlor is surfing Bonzers at Angourie,
Rk is b'l.ll'|.'iI]E Fives- £ cpgs at Angourie. And MNaris our My
gmd the whols Thin}‘, is poing dowen lij._!JlT i front ﬁl’m:» cyes,
They get the camera gear ready and we go down the cliffand
Chris Malloy and T are setting the cameras up inoan angle,

| know the angle of Angouric and the whaole Moy of T
tavth thing, becanse we lived and Lreathed it And vou
rernember in Marnig of the Eartowhen Dhavdd Treloar shapes
thar board and he cuss down thae pach poing chrough the
erees o the juingp-oll rocks nowarchiog this thing unfold,
laylor's running dewn the path. The angle is there, I'm
g_nirlp_ irsane. m :r'_']li'll!-_',. Roll the cameral” And just then, out
of nowhere, David- Badd y- Tresdear pumps ot ol the freakin®
Bushes, runs doswn with Taylor and there iv s Neither one

Lnows who the other s, se Treloar and '5.51':.'|u|'

PLILETIET
on the same path, standing on that sock, jumping in the water
rogether mo ride, Tavlor's wot the live-fin, Treloar's got his
classic David Izeloas single-fin, and thers i is 10 happening,
ohcmysgod!

“And they sar there by themselves and surled pristioe

owerhead Angourie. And F'm just living inthis drezm,.”

encan looks g, take=a |{:-:|§r_ Lizeath, ].lel.Tb ot his cheeks,
and does aninvoluntary shudder ar the memory,
He looks cut to the street and noces thar the palms
aren'l moviitg, Sunser could be grmr!-:'i if b 1_n|'|'l:_nt“c his ritual
afterncon nap
“Your koo, it was iy dad’s understanding because of his
knoledae of not only historical design but in wrems ol just
lionw things work—that the process is the journey, Its abour
learning abour process, learning abour commitment 161
matters—if iUs teuly good-—is 17 good for thar moment or 15t
good for all vime: Which is ir? You'd berrer find out, because
wlhy waste time?
“The thing i, like Malcolny once said. it's what we do,
[t'5 just what we do. Whether we get o break or not ivs what we
do, It's |:-ig5r|' than H1I'.'|-i'.I_L'|. Were oL going o ATop, hecanse
this is who and wlhat we ave. 105 bigger than ,:;u:'l'ing, it's

about being the dream.” %



B e 8 0t 0 8 o b it b e e s - ettt

: M oy
o
EEp
233
o @
i s :\\m..mm..:: e g S P Sl il S5 Pt L
e M
=2
22w
= £ 3
EFRE
g ]
==
e e 2L o P s e e e
™~

THERS BONZER
ng, but | don't got o
and downs, and

~§
4

o L B e e e S i e s

ol e e m 2

THE
Lip s
the




